Arkansas Library Association’s 1994 Six Year Plan

Arkansas Association of School Librarians/Media Educators Division

1. The Arkansas Library Association (ALA) should encourage the State Legislature (a) to acknowledge that the State Standards as established under the Quality Education Act are inadequate, and (b) to implement appropriate legislation which would permit the State Board of Education to set new standards.  These new standards should require school districts to increase the number of full-time certified and support school library media personnel.  Specifically, there should be one support staff position for each professional position and districts with five or more schools should have a district library media director.  The standards should also address the selection of materials and equipment, the quality and diversity of materials, the maintenance of records, and general management of school library media centers.  A review of existing standards on facilities should be made and those standards revised, if appropriate, for current needs.  Planning for automation of library services should become a part of district’s six year plan with special emphasis on automated circulation to implement Act 903.  The association should help school superintendents and legislators recognize that clerks are desperately needed in school libraries to help with the workload so that trained library media specialists can be released to educate teachers and students and integrate information skills into the curriculum.  Funding for these clerks is needed.

2. The ALA should urge the State Legislature to fund a Library Media Service Section of the State Department of Education.  This section should be responsible for the statewide planning and development of public school library media programs.  It should also schedule and coordinate regional workshops for library media personnel.  (A position in Curriculum Division is currently funded.)

3. The association should ask the State Legislature to continue to allocate special funds for the support of educational service centers to be borne by the State Department of Education and the school districts.  Local schools should not utilize any part of the allocation mandated by state standards for this service.  Approximately $9.00 per student is mandated by state standards and should be used for the individual building collections only.  The funding formula for library media allocations should be closely followed.  Each center must include a media component which will serve as a depository for films and other audiovisual media.  The media component also should provide for centralized purchasing and processing of print and nonprint materials and it should give professional library/media support services to public schools with a certified library media specialist to run the service.  The media centers should be coordinated by the Library Media Service Section, but they should be under control of the local school districts.  The association should encourage educational cooperation to require a full-time, fully certified library media specialist.  The association should request monies to cover circulation of videos taken over for the State Department’s AV division and encourage a funding formula that doesn’t deduct dollars form school library budgets.

4. The Arkansas Association of School Librarians/Media Educators encourages cooperation among all types of libraries.  It supports any proposal that would create incentives to share resources, service and new technologies to reduce unnecessary duplication.  Additional funding from the State Legislature for this networking would be needed for implementation.

5. The ALA should encourage priority funding for technology to implement electronic information access and retrieval for resource sharing among school libraries in order to provide more resources for students.  A notation should be included that colleges and public libraries already have special funding sources for automation.

COLLEGE & UNIVERSITY LIBRARY DIVISION

1. The association should encourage libraries of institutions of higher education in Arkansas be supported at a minimum of the “B” level standard of the American college and Research Libraries “Standards for College Libraries” (adopted July 3, 1975).  To comply with those standards, the Department of Higher Education should construct is budget/formula procedures to provide incentives for the chief administrative offices of each campus to fund libraries, (exclusive of capital costs and the costs of physical maintenance), at a minimum of 7% of the total E & G allocations.

2. The association should encourage the Department of Higher Education to request additional funds for the State Legislature to correct deficiencies in library that have occurred in earlier years, after current funding has reached 7%.

3. The association should encourage the chief academic officer of each campus to establish a comprehensive statement on the remuneration, status, and contract terms for librarians that is consistent with and equivalent to the remuneration, status and contract terms of the classroom faculty.

4. The association should encourage the Department of Higher Education to undertake a statewide study to compare the status of librarians with that of the teaching faculty at each publicly supported institution of higher education in Arkansas, and if discrepancies exist, it should recommend corrective methods to the chief campus administrator at the appropriate college or university.

5. The ALA needs to encourage a Workmen’s Compensation definition for librarians that is uniform and matches the job.

6. The association should recommend that the Journals of the Arkansas House and Senate be made available to libraries via the State Depository program.

7. The association should work towards the elimination of the sales tax on library materials.

8. The association should recommend improved state job descriptions for library personnel to reflect the high technology level of library positions so that qualified people can be retained.

9. The association should take immediate action to initiate cooperative planning and coordination toward statewide development and networking of local systems in multitype academic libraries.

PUBLIC LIBRARY DIVISION

1. The association should assist the public library boards and the Arkansas State Library Board in getting the General Assembly to increase State Aid to Public Libraries to a minimum of $2.00 per capita and to seek other state funds as needed.

2. The association should encourage the State Library to provide, on an annual basis, a training program for public library trustees covering financial and administrative responsibilities.

3. The ALA should ask Arkansas congressmen and senators to continue to support the concept of federal support for public libraries as well as additional funding for multi-type library cooperation and for continued statewide library development.

4. The ALA should recommend that State Aid to Public Libraries be removed from the Public School Fund and placed in the General Revenue fund with the provision that monies can be carried over into the next funding year.

5. The association should request an increase in funding from the General Improvement fund for the purchase of library materials for public libraries.

6. The association should monitor the efforts of other organizations and libraries in the area of sales tax reform and exemptions and determine if the association could join or build on their efforts.

TRUSTEE DIVISION

1. The ALA and public librarians should urge city and county officials to appoint knowledgeable, interested citizens to city and county administrative library boards and to maintain boards according to Board regulations established by ACT of 1977.

2. ALA members should be aware of the scope of local Ordinances establishing the Public Library as a department of city or county government to ascertain that the library board is an administrative policy-making body with authority to select the head librarian.

3. ALA members should be knowledgeable of the provisions of the interlocal agreements establishing regional library systems and should encourage formal cooperative agreements between cities, counties and regions for improved library service.

SPECIAL LIBRARIES DIVISON

1. Special libraries are usually subject to accreditation standards by the professional school, organization, or institution that they support.  The libraries should receive enough support to insure that they meet at least the minimum accrediting standards that their particular professional association applies to the library.

2. Academic librarians who are serving in special libraries should receive the same consideration as part three of the statement of goals for Academic Libraries.

3. The ALA should encourage the Governor to release appropriate state monies in a more timely manner.

ROUNDTABLES AND/OR COMMITTEES

1. The Government Documents Round Tables encourages the General Assembly of the State of Arkansas to pass legislation authorizing that copies of the Journals of the Arkansas Senate and the Arkansas House of Representatives be made and placed in each of the Arkansas State Documents Depository Libraries.

ARKANSAS STATE LIBRARY

Adequate Agency Funding

1. In the FY 1996, FY1997 biennium, the Arkansas State Library is requesting general revenue funds to meet the legislative mandates of Act 489 of 1979.  Funds requested would provide personnel, books and information materials, equipment, shelving and storage, and services for the blind and physically handicapped.

2. In addition to an automated system to serve the State Library, a statewide system to provide access to the stat’s bibliographic database is needed.  The State Library would like to provide access to the state’s information resources through the Internet.

3. Funds to input the bibliographic holdings of other state agencies is needed.  Holdings information would provide greater access to the information resources of Arkansas.

4. Special language is being requested in the biennial appropriation act to permit the agency to carry over last-minute funding releases to be used for the purchase of books, subscriptions, and other information materials.

State Aid for Public Libraries

1. Appropriation and allocation requests for State Aid to Public Libraries must recognize the need for increased funds, and must be based on principles and concepts which do not erode with increased local support.  In the FY 1996 and FY 1997 biennium, a minimum level of $4 million in state aid support is requested.

General Improvement Fund Request

1. In FY 1996 and FY 1997, the Arkansas State Library is requesting General Improvement Funds in three categories:  

(a) The Arkansas State Library Has identified public library construction needs in cities and towns statewide exceeding more than $10 million dollars.  This comes at a time when it appears that federal support for public library construction is waning.  General Improvement Funds of $500,000 in each year of the biennium is requested to provide grants to public libraries to be used to match local funds to either building new facilities or renovate existing buildings.

(b) To assist public libraries in developing local connection to the Internet, $300,000 in each year of the biennium is requested by the State Library to be used to provide technology grants to public libraries.  Grants would vary form $9,000 to $12,000 each, depending upon local connectivity needs.

(c) A total of $75,000 is requested by the agency for the acquisition of a computerized integrated library system for circulation processes, check in, routing, subscription control for periodicals and maintaining publisher files.

LIBRARY COOPERATION

1. The ALA should encourage cooperation among all types of libraries.  It should support any proposal that would create incentives to share resources and services, to reduce unnecessary duplication, to use new technologies with efficiency, and to make general operation more cost effective.

ALL DIVISIONS

1. The ALA supports the following proposed legislation:

Unauthorized Removal or Concealment of Library Property Prohibited; Penalty:

Whoever, without authority, with the intention of depriving the library or archive of the ownership of such property, willfully conceals a book or other library or archive property, while still on the premises of such library or archive, or willfully or without authority removes any books or other property form any library or archive or collection, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction shall be punished in accordance with the following:

1) by a fine of not more than six hundred dollars of imprisonment for not more than six months, provided however, that the value of the library or archive property is less than fifty dollars, the punishment shall be a fine of not more than two hundred dollars or imprisonment for not more than thirty days.  Proof of the willful concealment of any book or other library or archive property while still on the premises of such library or archive shall be prima facie evidence of intent to commit larceny thereof.

Library Personnel Excempt from Liability for Arrest of Persons Suspected of Concealment or Removal of Library Property


A library or agent or employee of the library or archive causing the arrest of any person pursuant to the provision of the above law shall not be held civilly liable for unlawful detention, slander, malicious prosecution, false imprisonment, false arrest, or assault or battery of the person so arrested, unless excessive or unreasonable force is used; whether such arrest takes place on the premises by such agent or employee; provided that, in causing the arrest of such person library or agent or employee of the library had at the time of such arrest probable cause to believe that the person committed willful concealment of books or other library or archive property.

